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BOOK REVIEWS. 679 

A Manual of Common School Law. By C. W. Bardeen. 
Syracuse, N. Y. : C. W. Bardeen, Publisher. 1896. 

This little work was first published in 1875, and for twenty years 
has been the only text-book on School Law in general use. It is 
now for the first time entirely re-written, considerably enlarged, 
and re -arranged. It consists of three parts ; I., The School Officer; 
II., The Teacher ; III., Uniform Examination Questions. The first 
and third appeal chiefly to New York lawyers and teachers, being 
based directly upon the law of that state. The second part, how- 
ever, is more general in its nature, and, as the author states in his 
preface, " is a safe guide throughout the country, both in school 
and in court." 

The chapter on Suspension and Expulsion contains an interesting 
discussion of the relative merits of corporal punishment and 
expulsion as means of disciplining refractory pupils. The use of 
the former is now discouraged, if not forbidden, by public opinion ; 
while the latter is inconsistent with the compulsory education laws 
in force in some states ; yet one of these two methods of punish- 
ment must be the last resort of the teacher in extreme cases. This 
•dilemma leads the author to conclude that in such cases corporal 
punishment should be inflicted rather than expulsion, as otherwise 
the boy whom one tingling blow of the ferule might have saved 
often grows up in low-bred ignorance ; but that some new means of 
punishment, superior to either of these, might and should be 
invented. The author proposes that every system of schools 
should have a Truant School, not penal but reformatory, to which 
refactory pupils may be sent. 

The book contains a very complete tabular analysis of its con- 
tents, as well as a list of references to Superintendents' Decisions 
in the State of New York, and to statutes of the various states. It 
will undoubtedly be useful to both lawyers and teachers. 

W. M. H. 



A Treatise on Crimes and Misdemeanors. By Sir Wm. Old- 
nall Russell, Knt., late Chief Justice of Bengal. Three 
Volumes. Sixth Edition. By Horace Smith, Bencher of 
Inner Temple, and A. P. Percival Kemp, M. A., Barrister at 
Law. London : Stevens & Sons, L't'd, Sweet & Maxwell, 
L't'd. Boston : Little, Brown & Co. 1896. 

The first edition of "Russell on Crimes" was published in 
England in 18 19 ; nineteen years ago the fifth edition appeared ; 
this year furnishes an International Edition. No American edition 
has appeared since 1877, the year of the fifth English edition. 

There is no doubt that this is the greatest work extant on the 
criminal law. The whole work has been judiciously gone over by 
the editors. These gentlemen have preserved the original design 
of the work, making a slight change, however, in the arrangement, 
so that now the work is logically arranged according to the subject 



